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"Unser Fritz" was vastly improved and facilitated by
the sensational quarrels of his elder brother, Count Botho
Eulenburg, the celebrated statesman, with Prince Bis-
marck, for both Frederick and his wife, from, that time
forth, ceased to look upon Augustus as a creature and a spy
of the chancellor.
How great was the intimacy between William and the
count, may be gathered from the fact that Augustus was
the invariable and sole companion of the emperor in that
species of Haroun-al-Raschid nocturnal expeditions which
his majesty was wont to undertake in the slums of his capi-
tal, for the purpose of learning what his people were say-
ing about him. At that time, his features were far less
familiar to the public than they are to-day, and by giving
his moustache a different twist, and his hair another turn,
he experienced no difficulty in disguising himself. The
adventures which he met with during the course of these
nightly prowls in the company of Count Augustus are
numerous enough to fill a book. Still, while they fur-
nished plenty of amusement, excitement, and experi-
ences not altogether unpleasant, they involved his majesty,
on one or two occasions, in so much personal danger, that
the count, realizing the responsibility which would rest
upon his shoulders in the eyes not merely of the nation,
but of the entire world, if anything untoward happened to
the monarch, induced him, though with difficulty, to aban-
don this species of pastime so dear to crowned heads.
Let rne add that it was on the occasion of one of these
expeditions that the emperor met with a very severe injury
to his hand. There is an old established usage in Berlin,
on New Year's eve, which prescribed that any man appear-
ing in the street in a high or stiff hat should be inconti-
nently bonneted, that is to say, have his hat crushed down

